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Cultural Resources :

The citizens and government of East Windsor have recognized the importance of
preserving the Town’s historic and cultural past by adopted an ordinance in 2000
creating a Historical Commission. The Commission is charged to identify,
archive, and preserve all historically significant municipal property, promote
awareness and appreciation of the Town’s history, and assist private historic
property owners with preservation and restoration goals.

A private Historical Society is also active in East Windsor and operates a
museum in the East Windsor Academy Building in Scantic.

Five structures in East Windsor, listed below, have been recognized on the State
and National Registers of Historic Places. '

Structure Location
Broad Broék Company (Broad Brook Broad Brook
Factory)

Melrose Road Bridge ' Melrose
Thompson Farmstead (Pease Farm) Melrose

St. John’s Episcopal Church - Warehouse Point

East Windsor Academy ' Scantic

“The Fast Windsor Historical Commission and the East Windsor Historical
Society have identified a number of other structures and sites as important

historic assets.

Structure. ] Location
Broad Brook

Broad Brook Opera House

National Register

Designation as a National
Historic Landmark or listing
on the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP} is
largely ceremonial. People.
typically assume the National
Register of Historic Places is
a protective program when it
is actuatly only a recognition
program,

This recognition entitles a
property owner to display a
commemorative plaque but
only directly affects activities
involving federal and/or state
fonding. It has little or no

~ 1mpact on-the activities of the

private  sector. For
renovations to  income-
producing properties,

preservation fax credits are
available If renovation is
conducted in accordance with

federal guidelines.
State Register

Scantic Meeting House Scantic
Post Road Milestone Scantic
" Geissler Barber Shop Scantic
Osborn Mill - Scantic
Scantic Covered Bridge Scantic
J/ Melrose School Melrose

Warehouse Point School House
Warehouse Point Silk Mill
Residence on South Main Street
Tavern on Bridge Street
Windserville “Church among Trees”

+ Windsorville Schoothouse

bist from State Listing,

Warchouse Point .
Warehouse Point
Warehouse Point
‘Warehouse Point
Windsorville

Windsorville

A-25

Listing on the State Register
of Historic Places (SRHP) is
also largely ceremonial, This
recognition also only directly
affects activities involvin
mﬁé
and has little or no impact on
the activities of the private
sector.




Glacial Lake Hitchcock

Conditions and Trends

History of East Windsor

East Windsor’s landscape is primarily the result of glacial processes oceurring

approximately 15,000 to 18,000 years ago. As the glacial wall retreated -

northward, deposits created a huge dam across what is now the Connecticut
River Valley, a rift valley created by tectonic forces 65 to 225 million years ago.
What is today called Lake Hitchcock formed behind the dam, covering most of
the land that makes up East Windsor. :

When the dam ultimately failed, the fine silts and clays deposited over thousands
of years were exposed. Receding water carved terrace escarpments across the
former lake bottom, many of which remain evident today. More significantly,
this process left behind the flat, fertile, and relatively stone free soils that

atiracted early settlers. © feands -

Native Americans may have settled in this area about 10,000 years ago. By the
garly 1600s, human settlements in this area had organized into several Native
American tribes (Tunxis, Poquonocks, and Podunks). These tribes subsisted
primarily as hunters and gatherers although there is evidence they also fished and

did rudimentary agriculture.

Early European exploration, notably by Dutchman Adriaen Block, attracted
additional exploration and the opening of trade with the Native American tribes
along the shoreline and inland along the “great tidal river.” Settlers were
attracted from the Massachusetts Bay Colony and in 1633 the Town of Windsor
was séttled. Windsor eventually divided into at least 20 towns including, in

1768, the Town of East Windsor.

Broad Brook 1905

STREET in Broad Broy
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From a census population of 2,600 in 1790, East Windsor grew to 3,600 by 1849.

East Windsor was primarily an agricultural community through the Colonial
period and well into the 19" century. Farming and population declined before
the Civil War as residents left for better farming opportunities elsewhere, and the
town’s population declined between 1840 and 1860,

The railroad arrived in the 1860, followed by trolieys around the turn of the
century. Both were important means of public transportation until the advent of
the automobile. By 1929, buses replaced trolleys as the main form of public
transportation. '

From the end of the Civil War through 1940, the population stabilized between
3,000 and 4,000 persons, supported by continued agriculture and small industries,
most notably the Broad Brook Woolen Mlll which employed several hundred
people until its closure in 1933, Srate. in hafive.

The post—World War II spread of people into suburbs and the post-war baby
boom hit East Windsor along with many Connecticut towns, and the effects are
still seen today. Along with the population came new economic forces, leading
to the diverse and growing industrial and commercial activity seen in East
Windsor today.

Over the past 100 years, five distinct village centers within East Windsor have
arisen and assumed considerable importance to the community. Maintaining and
enhancing the infrinsic character of Fast Windsor will require careful planning
.attention to these village centers.

Although industrial and commercial development dominate the economic picture
of East Windsor today, its landscape and soils still influence land use in the town.
Sand and gravel is mined for use in development. Agriculture remains an
important business activity, both economically and culturally, Nursery growers
take advantage of the fertile, flat soils. Commercial and private horse farms are
numerous and shade grown tobacco is still an important crop grown in East
Windsor,

More recent developments that have significant planning implications are the
establishment of industrial districts and regional commerce centers. The Town
has encouraged such development through the creation of industrial parks and the
development of sanitary sewers in certain areas.

East Windsor’s economy has evolved and adapted to trends that have affected all
of Connecticut over the years. Most recently, the Town’s favorable location
relative to transportation, commutmg, and other commercial and industrial
centers is driving its economic development and is a major factor in planning for
the Town’s economic future. At the same time, as will be discussed, this
favorable location, combined with the quality of life and intrinsic character of the
Town, is attracting new residential development, another key planning factor.
Text and Tables
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East Windsor Villages

Broadbrook
Warehouse Point
Melrose
Windsorville

Scantic
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Visions for East Windsor '

In preparing this Plan of Conservation and Development, extensive effort was
made to engage the community and obtain direct input to the planning process.
Based on this outreach, the results of research and analysis, and discussions by
the Planning and Zoning Commission, the Commission identified the major
conservation, development, and infrastructural issues facing the community. The
community’s views on these issues were confirmed by a detailed telephone
survey of 402 East Windsor residents, conducted by the Center for Research and
Public Policy. The survey results are summarized throughout the Plan and a
complete report is on file in the Town Planning Office.

It became clear that the overriding issue facing the community is fulure
development.  Approximately 58% of the Town’s land area remains
undeveloped, and 80% of that area is currently zoned for residential use.
Residential growth can have significant impacts on a community if not carefully
guided.

While there is currently land available for additional business development, -

ensuring the long term availability of land and the necessary infrastructure for
business development will require action by the Town. Business development
provides taxes, services, and jobs that can benefit a community.

How East Windsor is developed will affect the community’s character, its fiscal
condition, and the quality of life. To address these jssucs, the following visions
were established as the guiding principles of this Plan of Conservation and
Development. In addition to the specific strategies of this Plan, these visions
guide the Town’s evaluation of actions requiring Planning and Zoning
Commission review for consistency with the Plan, under Connecticut General
Statutes Section 8-24,

VYisions for FEast Windsor

1. The rural, village, and business character that define East Windsor
must be preserved to keep the Town an attractive place to live and
do business. : '

2. Residential and village area development must be carefully gnided
to ensure compatibility with community character and allow East
Windsor to prepare for the impacts of future growth.

3. Economic development must be retained and expanded to support
the community with services, jobs, and taxes, while remaining
sensitive to the community’s environment and quality of life,

To achieve these visions, this Plan identifies a series of strategies, summarized- on
the following page. For each strategy, a sct of action steps designed to
accomplish specific objectives. Several of the strategies are characterized as
“Primary Strategies” because they address particularly important objectives or
cover a wide range of objectives. -

“I like the small
town feel...”

Survey Comment
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Strategies to Achieve

East Windsor’s Planning Visions

Planning Visions

Strategy
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Core Strategy: Conserving Community Resources (Ch. 2)

Preserve More Open Space

Preserve Community Assets

; : * Protect Environmental Quality

Core Strategy: Guiding Development (Ch.3)

Refine Residential Development Regulations

Maintain Housing Diversity

Define Village Area Development

Restructure Business Zoning

Provide Adequate Business Development Infrastructure

Improve Municipal Economic Development Capability

Core Strategy: Meeting Infrasiructure Needs (Ch. 4)

Address Municipal Facility Needs

Address Other Public Facility Conditions

Plan for Future School facility Needs

Meet Infrastructure Needs

Scantic Village Tobacco Barn




Preliminary Scenic Road
Candidates

Scantic Road
"Wapping Road

Rye Street

Chamberlain Road
Broadbrook Road (Rt 191)
East Road

DRAFT?2 June 22, 2004
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Action: Protect Scenic Roads

The Historical Commission has proposed a Scenic Road Ordinance which
would assign desigunation authority to the Planning and Zoning Commission.
The Historical Commission, Conservation Commission, and Planning and -
Zoning Commission will evaluate the town road system for Scenic Road
candidates. Priority recommendations are identified on the map on the
facing page and listed in the sidebar. Because of the restrictions that such
designation imposes, the Town Public Works Department should be
consuited in the designation process.

Action: Support Preservation of Historic and Cultural Assets

An important strategy will be for the Town to continue supporting the
Historical Commission’s efforts to add structures to the National and State
Historic Places lists, identify additional structures with historic value, and
propose other municipal actions to preserve these assets.

The Board of Selectmen is best positioned to provide support for future
Historic List designations. The volunteer Historic Commission efforts
should also be supported by the Town, including staff or technical support if
necessary to complete Historic List designation applications.

East Windsor should evaluate future land use and development options for
compatibility with the continued viability of the Trolley Museum as a
regional attraction. Development patterns along Route 140, as discussed in
the section on business development in Chapter 3, may have an impact on the
museum and should be considered in that light. The Town should remain
prepared to cooperate with the museurn management to facilitate promotion
and ‘expansion of the museum.
Town government should also continue to support the -efforts of the
Historical Commission to maintain and preserve historic structures identified
by the Commission as important to preserve the Town’s unique identity,

Wappipg Road

_East Windser Academ
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Historical and Cultural Resources

Town of Fast Windsor, CT

-ad B.";ao.-(' / f
Millpon

"| Broad Brook :
T, . ‘ Mill R
‘ g‘ '._‘ ) -y K i '—f'}r_,_, —

East Windsor

Windsorviile } L

‘.L‘l
oy Lo Pond
| &
] i
|
Gli i H
i . i INEI
| - . . i
A T ET— 7 g o il T I M D8 OR !

} Scenic Road Loop (Conceptual)

@ Poinis of Inferest
+ Historic Places

/N Rail

Water and Watercourses

2000 0 2000 Feet
e ererecr ol

A L] a
< » Planimetrics

-4 31 Ensign Drive, Avon, €T 0EGO1 8506775257




DRAFT?2 June 22, 2004

il

Core Strategy: Conserving Community Resources
Strategies and Actions
What ‘ l *‘ f 6:3 | Who | Done I
Primary Strategy: Prescrve More Open Space
Action - Develop an Open Space Preservation Program
. Establls:h alscpa‘rate Conse;vatlon Commission 1 BOS J
and assign it to implement open space program ','5(
e  Develop open space ev_aluation tools '5( 1 cC
e  Recommend open space priorities for regulations ) 1 cc
and other open space efforts in East Windsor '5(‘
«  Establish open space funding mechanisms @ - A 2((:)8, BOF,
v  Prepare, implement, and regularly update an' Open s 2
Space Action Plan x cc O
«  Maintain an inventory of existing open space A A cc v
Strategy: Preserve Community Assets
kAction - Continue 490 Tax Abatement for Farmland @ A BOS, BOF
Action - Ensure Supportive S_tandards for Farming Activities 2 B PZ.C, BOS
Action - Provide Marketing Support for Local Farms Ay B ggg’ PW,
Action - Adopt Pelicy for Agricuitural Use of Municipal Land ‘5{ 3 CC,BOS ]
. . | HC, BOS,
Action - Protect Scenic Roads X 2 PZC, PW
Action - Support Historic and Cultural Assets @ A }ggé e
Strategy: Protect Environmental Quality
Action - Separate Wetlands and Conservation Commissions §( 1 . BOS,
p IWWA/CC .
Action - Adopt Aquifer Protection Regutations % 1 PZC, BOS O
Action - Revise Earth Excavation Regulations ',5( - 2 PZC |
Action - Revise Impervious Surface Standards ‘5( 2 PZC O
Action - Consider Environmental Ordinances ‘5{ z BOS, CC O
Action - Monitor Existing and Potential Environmental Problems JA) A cC
Action - Continue Regional Environmental Program Participation @ B g?%fc’

HE .
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Core Strategy: Guiding Development
Residential and Village Strategies and Actions

[[Wha | * 1 ® [ ww | oo |

Primary Strategy: Refine Residential Development

Regulations '

Action — Revise Residential Zening Standards

Action — Strengthen Incentives for Conservation Subdivisions

Action — Refine Open Space Set-aside Regulations

Action - Revise Street Design Regutations

Strategy: Maintain Housing Diversity

Action — Reevaluate Muttifamily Zoning

Action — Permit Age-restricted Planned Residential Development

Strategy: Define Village A:;_éa Development

Action — Evaluate Village District Designation

Action - Establiéh Rural Village Delifeations and Standards

Action — Maintain Residential Standards for Melrose

IS

ljction — Ensure Protection of Historic Structures ' I
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